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Nas Cesky Zivot
“Our Czech Life”
TEXAS CZECH HERITAGE AND CULTURAL CENTER
250 W. Fairgrounds Road/P. O. Box 6
La Grange, Texas 78945-0006
(979) 968-9399 Toll Free (888) 785-4500

FAX (979) 968-9249

Web Page:www.czechtexas.org

E-mail: info@czechtexas.org

TCHCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Bartos
Retta Slavik Chandler, Chairman
J. G. Hrncir
Barbara Stratton Hruby
William H. Schovajsa
Walter Stoever
Clarice Marik Snokhous
Dennis Vanek
Brian Vanicek
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Elo Goerig
Daniel Marek
William Melnar
OFFICERS
President Retta Slavik Chandler
Vice President William H. Schovajsa
Secretary Barbara Stratton Hruby
Treasurer Walter Stoever
STAFF
Mark Hermes, Manager
Cathleen Noska, Membership/Memorials
Georgia Vyvial, Food Services
Lorenda Polasek, Gift Shop
Newsletter Policy: The purpose of N&§ Cesky Zivot is to
disseminate news of the development and activities of the
center, as well as to publish material on the history, culture,
and accomplishments of Texas Czechs. Na§ Cesky Zivot
does not involve itself in matters of a political nature.
Newsletter Address: All articles, photographs, adver-
ising and correspondence should be directed to Retta
Chandler or Janis Hrncir, co-editors, P. O. Box 6, La Grange,
Texas 78945 (979) 968-9399.
Articles: Anyone may submit articles, which will be ac-
cepted for inclusion as space permits and subject to review
and editing as necessary. All articles must be typewritten.
The publication is not responsible for the return of unsolic-
lited material not submitted with a self-addressed, stamped
envelope.
Ads: Contact the co-editors regarding advertising.
Advertising Rates: We will accept limited advertising-only
standard business card size (3 1/2” X 2”) - $20.00 per issue;
Send camera-ready business cards to co-editors.
The Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center, Inc. does
not endorse or guarantee the products or services that are
advertised in this publication.

OUR MISSION
The mission of the TEXAS CZECH HERITAGE AND CULTURAL
CENTER, INC. is to provide a central facility for the preservation and
promotion of the history, language, culture and heritage of individuals of
Czech ethnicity who can trace their ancestry to the Czechs who immi-
grated from the present day Czech Republic or former Austria-Hungary
(including Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia and Silesia), to honor those im-
migrants, and to operate exclusively for charitable, scientific, literary and
educational purposes.
The goals of the TEXAS CZECH HERITAGE AND CULTURAL
CENTER, INC. are:
To educate the public about the past and present contributions and
status of persons of Czech descent
To encourage the study and preservation of the Czech language, fine
arts, music and dance
To provide for the preservation and exhibition of artifacts that are
historically significant to the Czech people of Texas
To provide a library and archives for the collection and preservation
of books, newspapers, periodicals, family histories, research material,
photographs and all printed data of historical significance to the Czech
people of Texas
To provide adequate space for gatherings, meetings and educational
activities for the benefit of the Czech people of Texas
To encourage and promote a cultural exchange program between the
Czech people of Texas and the citizens of the Czech Republic
To provide the public with updated information regarding Czech-re-
lated activities and historical sites in Texas, the United States and
abroad.
You are invited to continue receiving the newsletter Na§ Cesky Zivot
and an annual calendar by sending in your ANNUAL SUSTAINING
MEMBERSHIP. This journal will only be sent to members. Support
your Center — JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY.

FOLLOW US ON
Facebook: Texas-Czech-Heritage-and-Cultural-Center,
Twitter @TexasCzechHCC
and Instagram @czech.texas.lagrange
We are currently taking 2024 memberships
and donations online on our website.
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President’s Letter
Fall 2023
Dear Members and Friends,

On behalf of the TCHCC Board of Directors and our Volunteers, best wishes for 2024. Thank you for
your generosity this past year and for your donations and support in participating in our events.

This edition of N4§ Cesky Zivot includes photos of dedicated events from September through
December of 2023. Volunteers working behind the scenes to make TCHCC a beautiful place to display
our Czech history are not always captured on photos.

We are so grateful to the volunteers who come regularly to greet our visitors, to help in the Melnar il
library with genealogy, and to assist in the Kopecky Gift Shop, to open the Czech Village for tours and to TCHCC President
keep the grounds and buildings maintained. Thank you to those who prepare luncheons for our Retta Slavik Chandler
scheduled tours and prepare lessons for our school children. Our volunteers will tell you that sharing
Czech heritage and history is a wonderful experience for them. If you are interested in joining our team, please call me.

We had a successful year and look forward to continuing with the projects that are ongoing.

We look forward to seeing all of you this coming year. The Blacksmith Shop is almost complete. Soon, we will begin construction
on the Brethren Church.

Thank you to TOCA member organizations for being a part of TCHCC during Heritage Festival and Muziky. We are grateful for
the work these organizations are doing in promoting Czech heritage and culture. We would like to remind you of the TOCA Award
Dinner on Saturday, March 16, 2024, in the Pavilion Hall, when each organization will choose one of their members for a special
award.

I sincerely thank you for your support.

Elizabeth Patalik has chosen to recognize Fr. Marcus Valenta this year and honor him with the Flag Sponsorship. Perhaps someone else
may like to do the same for someone they respect next year. See the last page of the newsletter for details.

FATHER MARCUS A. VALENTA was born of a Czech father (Leo William Valenta), who died before he was one year old, and a
German mother (Margaret Hermes) at Sweet Home, Texas on June 26, 1905. Being brought up by his German relatives, he did
not learn the Czech language. He attended St. Louis College (later called St. Mary’s College), San Antonio from 1922 to 1923
and next studied at St. John’s Seminary, San Antonio from 1923 to 1926, where he expressed a desire to join the class in Czech,
but he was about to continue his studies in Rome, Italy, and Latin of course. He studied at the American College in Rome in
1926 to 1930 and was ordained a priest there on December 21,1929.
He served as assistant at St. Ann’s Church, San Antonio from August 14, 1930 to 1933; next as Chaplain of the “Tree Army”
(Civilian Conservation Corps, the C.C.C.) from June 15, 1933 to 1934; next as administrator of Sacred Heart Church, Rockne,
Texas July 15, 1934 to 1935; next as administrator of the (Italian) St. Francis di Paula Church, San Antonio from 1935 to 1940.
On October 19, 1940 he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force as Chaplain.
Service carried him in the middle of 1941 to Honolulu on Oahu Island, Hawaii, and Canton Island. He lived through the hor-
rors of December 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and ministered to the casualties. He saw service at Leyte, Saipan, the Solomon
Islands and Okinawa. He was present at the Japanese surrender on August 5, 1945 and served as Chaplain in the Army of Oc-
cupation in Japan. He had refused transfer and promotion, in order to stay with the assault troops across the immense combat
zones of the Pacific. He served throughout World War II and holds the longest overseas combat-zone record of any Chaplain in
the history of the U.S.A. He returned to the U.S.A, on January 3, 1946 and was in the Active Reserves in February 15,1946.
He served as pastor of St. Philip’s Church, El Campo, Texas with mission of St. John at Taiton from April 1, 1946 to 1955 and
from then to 1980 as pastor of St. Mary’s Church, Praha, Texas, where he sponsored a solemn Armistice Day observance with
the coop- eration of the Army.
He was a lifetime Chaplain of the Pearl Harbor Survivors’ Association and annually promoted the solemn military observance
of Veterans Day Service at Praha. The traditional solemn celebration of the parish Feast of the Assumption on August 15 on the
actual date, Sunday or weekly, attracting thousands of former parishioners and their descendants and friends from far and near.
Rev. Marcus Anthony Valenta died on September 9, 1984 in Houston and is buried in Queen of Peace Cemetery, Sweet Home,
Texas. (Short Biographies of Czech and other Priests in Texas, Msgr. Alois Morkovsky, 1982.)

FLAG SPONSOR
Elizabeth Patalik

In Memory of
Lt. Col. Chaplain U.S. Army
Rev. Marcus Valenta
7-26-1905/9-9-1984




CZECH HERITAGE SOCIETY OF TEXAS ANNUAL AWARDS PRESENTED

CHS of Texas presented several awards at their Fall State Meeting held on November 11, 2023 at St. Anthony’s
Malinoski Center in Bryan, Texas. The meeting was hosted by Brazos Valley Chapter of the Czech Heritage
Society of Texas.

Susan Chandler’s mother, children and sibling were among the guests
present to receive the award. Back row I-r: CHS State President E. ].
Biskup, CHS Chairman of Trustees James Steffek. Front row: I-r: Sean
Ryan, Sarah Ryan, Devin Lichfield, Retta Chandler, Kenneth Chandler,
Marie Lichfield, Lisa Chandler, Travis/Williamson Counties CHS President
Dottie Davis.

Presenting the award to Irene is (left) CHS of Texas Chairman . 8
of Board of Trustees James Steffek, (right) CHS State President members with their genealogy.
E.J. Biskup.

Susan Rene Chandler, daughter of Charles
and Retta Slavik Chandler, was postumously
awarded the Blaha-Hejl Memorial Award.
Susan was a journalist who worked at several
newspapers while raising four daughters. She
served as the Museum Director of the Czech
Heritage Museum & Genealogy Center in
Temple from December 2014 until her un-
timely death.

Susan was very active in the community
and was also serving as the Chairman of the
Main Street Organization, a component of
Dan Kelleher’s Temple Main Street Program
- a collaboration between the City of Temple,
downtown Temple merchants, property own-
ers, and others working together on down-
town improvement activities. The group had
been meeting regularly at the Czech Heritage
Museum.

Irene Polansky Szwarc received the CHS Award that
recognized her many years of dedicated service to CHS
in various capacities. Irene has held numerous posi-
tions over the past 20+ years including Lavaca County
Chapter President,Vice President, Board Member and
Reporter/Historian. On the CHS State level she has
served as Vice President, and has served on the CHS
Board of Trustees. She has been a presenter at numer-
ous genealogic conferences.

Irene wrote articles for the Nasinec for 16 years and
dedicates her time with the American Legion Auxilary,
VFW Auxilary and AVVA and various other organiza-
tions.

Irene has spent many years volunteering and working
at TCHCC in the Melnar Library and in Genealogy.
One of Irene’s major tasks at TCHCC was her work in
archiving and cataloging books and donated items into
the computer system and setting up the library shelving
system. Another one of her responsibilities was helping



HERITAGE FEST
October 20-21, 2023

Dugjka Brothers performed on the Deck
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Left: 2022-23 CHS Czech-Slovak Little Sister Natalie Hollingsworth and 2023-24 Miss US Czech-Slovak Queen Destiny Hollingsworth
sang the Slovak National Anthem. Center: Mayor Jan Dockery welcomed all visitors. Right: Miss Texas’ Teen 2023 Natalie Poveda was
introduced by TCHCC President Retta Slavik Chandler.

$_o» » -

Round Top Brass Band played under the Fraternal Mutual Pavilion



SPJST Kolace Eating Contest - Womens’ Division
Winner: Kris Beane, Katy, Texas (6th from left)

“—————

2023 Kj T Tarock Tournament Winners
I-r: 1st Place, Wilbert Cernosek; 2nd Place, Travis Mixon;
3rd Place Andy Stavinoha; 4th Place Jim Coufal.

Vs = | A
SPJST Kolace Eating Contest - Boys’ Division

Winner: Hudson Riha, El Campo (Center)

SPJST Kolace Eating Contest - Mens’ Division
Winner: John Booker, La Grange, Texas (far left)




| ' CZECH NEWSPAPER MUSEUM
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Czech Heritage Society of Texas’ Royal Court CHS Texas’ Royalty hosted games and provided
Top L-R: 2023 CHS Miss Czech-Slovak Jr. Queen Grace Moravec/Brazos demonstations in the CHS of Texas Booth.
Valley CHS; 2023 CHS Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Jr. Queen Runner-Up
Marley Gibson/Wharton Co. CHS; 2023 CHS Texas Czech-Slovak Little Some of the other events during the two-day event were:
Princess Runner-Up Pearl Gibson/Wharton Co. CHS; 2023 CHS Texas Antique Farm Show, Car Show, Zapalac Sawmill Operation,
Czech-Slovak Little Prince Lincoln Holecek/McLennan-Hill CHS; 2022- | Corn Grinding/Shelling, Hay Baling, Mule Drawn Wagon
23 CHS Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Little Sister Natalie Hollingsworth/ Rides, Children’s Train Rides with help from Leo’s Club

Bexar Co. CHS. Bottom L-R: Miss Texas Czech-Slovak 2023 Katie  |drivers, Sausage Making, Washboard Clothes Washing, Butter
Kostelnik/Lavaca Co. CHS; Miss Czech-Slovak US 2023-2024 Destiny | Making, Candle Making, Noodle Making, Apple Cider Press.

Hollingsworth/Bexar Co. CHS, Miss McLennan-Hill Czech-Slovak 2023 See our Facebook Page for more photos.
Emerson Uptmor.
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Fraternal Organizations gathered to support and promote Czech heritage.

]

Top I-r: SPJST District 5 Director Bradley Stavinoha, CHS of Texas President E. ]. Biskup, KJT State Director Michael Reznicek,
KJT President Chris Urban, RVOS Rep. Jalene Moore, Kelly Urban. First Step I-r: KJT Director Melba Reznicek, National Czech
Slovak Museum, Cedar Rapids, Iowa Rep. Richard Martin, KJZT State Director Betty Vacek, National Czech Slovak Museum,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa Rep. Sharon Schweitzer, Bottom Step I-r: KJZT Sales Agent Donna Janda, KJZT State Director Joy Kovar,
KJZT State Director Helen Metzer, SPJST President Brian Vanicek, KJZT Sales Agent John McDermitt. Bottom Far Right: SP-
JST District 7 Director Regina House, SPJST District 6 Director Annie Vahalik, K]ZT Sales Agent Joe Wolf.




Heritage Fest Performers: Left: Jodie Mikula Orchestra Right: Country Sounds: Al Sulak and sister Marie Sulak
Pavlok (Photos courtesy of Gary McKee)
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oys 55th Anniversary Tour Show.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to all of our volunteers including our kitchen helpers: L: Shayley ¢ Hartley
Wehring, Vera Wehring, Robert Svrcek. Center: Marilyn Kothmann, Carolyn Surface. R: Joyce Hermes, Shirley
Macik, Kathleen Kramr, Georgia Vyvial.
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A Summer in Spillville in 1893: A Historical Novel
was presented by author Barbara Ortwein October 6, 2023 at TCHCC with a book signing

Czech composer Antonin Dvorak spent a year in New York at the National Conservatory of Music of America and then

ventured out to rural Iowa in 1893. He encountered a countryside similar to his Bohemian homeland and met immi-

grants who enriched his journey. Author Barbara Ortwein wrote this story through the eyes of Antonin’s daughter and
retells the experiences of Dvorak and his family in the small rural town of Spillville, Iowa.

A great book for music teachers. Books are available for sale in the Gift Shop.

Right: Mark Hermes and Eugene Klekar add rafters.
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Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Event Center Presents

Slaurost

"May Fest”
SUNDAY MAY 19TH 2024

Tribute to the Czech Immigrants
Ceremony at 10:30 a.m.

Meal Served starting at 11:30 a.m.

Ghicken Fried Chicken Dinner - S12 per plate
Music by

Donnie Wavra & Friends Orchestra
11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Fury fav the Whable Famidy!

Czech Village & Museum Tours < Classic Car Show < Gift Shop
Raffle Drawing - Country Store & Pastry Shop
Food and Drinks Available All Day

Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center
250 West Fairgrounds Road

SPONSORED BY:

La Grange, Texas 718945
888-185-4500  info @ czechtexas.org  www.czechtexas.org




TCHCC was visited this Fall by four schools in the surrounding area. They spent the day touring the village houses,
taking part in demonstrations, and enjoying lunch.

St. Rose Catholic School>>

Schulenburg, Texas
Fayette County
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St Anthony’s Catholic School>>
Columbus, Texas
Colorado County
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY EVENTS AT TCHCC

Bruno Shimek and his team from Caldwell demonstrated the art of making kolace on December 2, 2023 in the
Hanslik Hall at TCHCC. Assisting him was Stan Vitha who demonstrated the making of a large kolace (or Chodko
Kolace). Bruno’s other two helpers were his sister Jo Ann Shimek and friend Brian Estlund. The team prepared
the food and provided helpful hints to those in attendance. Bruno has won the State Bake Off Contest held at the
Caldwell Kola¢ Festival three times and is now a retired champion. He is one of the members of the Caldwell Kola¢
Festival Committee who demonstrates and organizes the competition every year.

Chefs: Stan Vitha, Bruno Shimek, Jo Ann Shimek, Brian Estlund




A Rosette Making Class was held on December 9, 2024 by Kathleen Svatek and her assistant (daughter) Kim who
shared hints and family traditions with the audience.

= 3 k E " e -
TCHCC closed out the year with a Christmas Party for weekly volunteers and staff.
George Koudelka led everyone in a sing-a-long of Czech Christmas Carols.
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A TREMENDOUS THANK YOU o g Y

goes out to Second Chance Emporium, : ?W":{:-—i f‘?‘%'
La Grange, Texas for their generous S, - ;z“f’ A%
donation to TCHCC. L £3 B A
Sl »
I-r: Janis Hrncir, TCHCC archivist, v
Retta Chandler, TCHCC President, e~ T 59
Gayle Schielack, Second Chance Empo- ‘ G Il 6 i
rium Store Director, Darlene Strahan, ] n 4 o S o Lo L exas ech eitye + (bl Mseun 20.000% :
Second Chance Emporium Assistant ) S — Tty Tessnd o /\\ oollars
Store Director. 1R — vevo Second U”lance
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REV. STEPHEN NESRSTA HONORED

Fr. Stephen Nesrsta, currently pastor of Holy Trinity Parish in Corn Hill, received the Memorial Medal from the
Czech Bishops’ Conference in recognition of his many years of hosting Czech and Moravian deacons and priests to
Texas. Fr. Stephen Nesrsta began welcoming clergy in 1998 and has welcomed 68 Czech and Moravian clergy since
then. The visitors arrive every summer and stay for a few weeks.

“The program helps the deacons improve their English-speaking skills, get an experience of the Catholic Church
in the United States, to visit Czech/Moravian settlements in Texas and to learn their history, and to get a better view
of the U.S.” Father Nesrsta said.

Another task he undertakes is helping them with research materials as well as proofreading their correspondence.

He is very appreciatative of his Moravian heritage and sees this program as a way of giving back to the land
and people from where his family came.
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As an example of his dedication, Fr. Nesrsta recently
brought two additional clergymen to visit TCHCC.
Pictured I-r: Fr. Tomas Zamecnik, Fr. Stephen Nesrsta,
Deacon Josef Kvapilik.

Fr. Stephen Nesrsta received the Memorial
Medal awarded to him by the Czech Bishops’
Conference.
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FROM THE CZECH SILVER
" THALER TO THE US DOLLAR

500 YEARS OF THE “FAMILY HISTORY”

OF THE DOLLAR CURRENCY

Everyone experiences his own history. with our ancestors. With money it is the

Our lives are affected by the history of same. Money has its own history and

our ancestors whose name we carry and  also its predecessors, from whom it has
also the widespread family that we share inherited their name and family.

CIECH HERITAGE TOURS

The June 2024 itinerary is ready and available for booking!
We are so excited, and we invite you to tour with us.
Italy, Switzerland, Austria & (zech Republic

June 10-23, 2024

Italy - Milan & Lake Como
Switzerland - Lucerne, Tirano, St. Moritz & Schaifhausen
Austria - Soelden, Salzburg, Hallstatt & Linz
Czech Republic - South Moravian wine country, Lednice, Velke Bilovice & Prague

For more information, including itinerary and price, or to reserve your space,
please email czheritage@hotmail.com or contact Renee at 469-867-1785.
Renee Valek & Steavy Jakubik. P. 0. Box 8203, Ennis, TX 75120

FOUNDER

469-867-1785 (cell) www.czechheritagetours.com
DONATIONS FRIEND MELNAR LIBRARY
September 2023 - December 2023 Alvin & Marilyn Cernoch Frank & Marie Dulak
Jeffrey Cook James Gerick
Carol Jurajda Kitchen Barbara Krafka
RVOS Farm Mutual Ins. Co. Margaret Klecka Joseph J. & Lucy Lamer

PATRON

RVOS Lodge #90
BENEFACTOR

Ann Jurecka
MONTHLY RECURRING
DONATION

Kay Chapman

Barbara Stratton Hruby
PIONEER

Carmen L. Cernosek
DONOR

Mike & Susie Kaspar
Diana Burge McRae
FLAG SPONSORSHIP
Elizabeth Cerny Patalik

Virginia Marr

Michael J. McClure

Gary Meek

GRANTS

City of La Grange

Comm. Foundation of Louisville
Bill Bishop & Julie Ardery

Kocurek Charitable Foundation

Second Chance Emporium

John & Amy Gurley

ENDOWMENT FUND

Rev. Stephen Nesrsta

In Memory of Dennis Chmelar
Kimberly Pechal

Wesley & Julie Herzik Matus
David Schroeder

Theodore J. & Myrna Slansky
Paula Smith

Irene Szwarc

Zach & Natalie Zgabay
CZECH VILLAGE

Carol Globke

Patrick & Karen Kutac
David & Diane Liska

James & Marsha Steffek
Mark & Susan Wolter
CALENDAR AD

Dolores Guenther Vacek

Brian & Joan Vanicek

14



BELFRY FUND

In Memory of Norbert Scotka

In Memory of Neal Eugene Adamcik

CHS Fort Bend Co.

BLACKSMITH SHOP

Edmond Latapie

Darrell R. Matula

HERITAGE FEST

KJT

KJZT

Ewald Kubota, Inc.

Farmers Lumber Company, Inc.

HEB Grocery Co.

H & H Automotive Supply

RVOS

SPJST

South Texas Wheel Spinners &

Crank Twisters Club

Heritage Fest Gift-In-Kind

Aqua Beverage Company

KTEX 106.1

DONATIONS

Leon & Bettye Anhaiser

Grant & Micah Arrington

Eugene & Ethel Berger

Carolyn Filipp Beseda

Dick W. & Joy E. Bily

David & Shirley Caesar

Frank L. Cernosek

Kay Chapman

Janet DeCabooter

Raymond A. Elleven

James A. Gerick

Michael & Annette Hluza

Marty & Kristina Janak

Joseph & Lucy Lamer

Daniel & Norma Mares

Doris Emily Matocha

Paul Mikula

Adolph & Rose Marie Novy

Pavel Petrik

Joan Prihoda

Andy Rainosek

Ulana Ludeke Ratley

Bernice Netek Schoenfeld

Kenneth & Julie Stock

Emil & Elaine Thomas

Alfred & Bernice Vrazel

Jo Ann Zaeske

Louis & Janie Zbranek

Jeanette Zouzalik

Gift-In-Kind

Schulenburg Printing & Supplies

In Honor of Betty Danner
Kathryn Otahal Craft

MIGL FAMILY HOMESTEAD
In Memory of Vaclav “Jim” Jasek
Retta Slavik Chandler

Carl & Rose Forbrich

Cecelia M. Forrest

Dan Jemelka

Gail Jemelka

Gary & Debra Joraanstad

Lillie Kalich

John R. Lee

Emil & Mary Ann Lev Family
Benjamin & Emily Machalec Family
Joyce Jemelka Madden
Elizabeth C. Patalik

Raymond & Virginia Steffek
David & Doris Sykora

Tom & Phyllis Teykl
MEMORIALS

In Memory of Eunice Brosch
Alvin & Marilyn Cernoch

In Memory of Ruth Chovanec
Elizabeth Anne Kallus

Jimmy & Marilyn Kothmann

In Memory of Clarence Juren

Bill & Debby Schovajsa

In Memory of Hazel Kobersky
Alvin & Marilyn Cernoch

In Memory of Raymond Kocian, Jr.
SPJST Lodge #8

In Memory of Annette Kohutek
JG & Janis Hrncir

In Memory of Ann Kramr

Carol Jurajda Kitchen

In Memory of Andrew “Andy” Kruppa
Elizabeth Anne Kallus

Jimmy & Marilyn Kothmann

In Memory of Doris Leyendecker
Elizabeth Anne Kallus

Jimmy & Marilyn Kothmann

In Memory of Anne Maxwell

Bill & Debby Schovajsa

In Memory of Rudy Patek

Carl & Rose Forbrich

In Memory of Hattie Fojtik Poole
Retta Slavik Chandler

In Memory of Joy Treude

Mike & Trish Pechal

In Memory of David Lee Zatopek
Elizabeth Anne Kallus

In Memory of Elroy Zimmmermann
Jimmy & Marilyn Kothmann

In Memory of Elroy Wick

South Texas Wheel Spinners & Crank
Twisters Club

25th ANNIVERSARY PAVING STONE

In Memory of Jerry & Tillie Tanecka Faldyn
Jerry & Sharon Faldyn

PAVER BRICK MEMORIAL

In Honor of Carol Jurajda Kitchen
Hilary Chapa & Family

In Memory of Hattie Fojtik Poole
Barbara Stratton Hruby

In Memory of Frank Srubar
Susy Flory

BRETHREN CHURCH FUND

Waymond & Jean Blaha Davis

In honor of Hintz & Maresh families of Sealy
David L. Hintz

Daniel J. & Carol Moravec

Frankie & Judy Peter

Bill & Debby Schovajsa

Bill & Kathy Miller Voshalike

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

Samuel A. Moravec
by Daniel & Carol Moravec

Grace E. Moravec
by Daniel & Carol Moravec

Dr. Joseph L. Peters, Jr.
Sharon M. Schweitzer

2024 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Sherie Alldredge

Gladys R. Almaguer

Patricia A. (Mlcak) Bagwell

Anna Janecek Barrios

Joyce Macha Bartos

Betty Bauer

Don Beaton

Bob & Barbara Betik

Edward J. (E. J.) Biskup

Lenice Drozd Blair

Dianne Bliss

Stani Benesova Bodenbender

Margaret Ann Boedeker

Katherine M. Bourne

Amy Branecky

Merlene S. Bravenec

Lillie M. Brightwell

Veronica Valenta Camarillo

Clyde Cantrell

Evelyn Cepak

Frank L. Cernosek

Wilbert Cernosek

Randall W. Cernosek

Willie H. Cervenka

Phyllis Chavarria

Jeffrey Cook

Celine Novosad Cordary

Kathie Otahal Craft

Linda Holub Crooks

Brad Cutright
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Betty Danner

Mark A. Darilek
Marilyn DeMarco
Vernon J. Dittrich
Cecil J. Dobecka, Jr.
Emily Dohnalik
Dorothy Downing
Jeannie Dubcak
John Dujka
Raymond A. Elleven
Ron Frnka

Linda Fulmer

Faye Hudson
Charline B. Gajdos
Bruce Gispanski
Carol Globke

Kathy Havran

John Heinrich
Theodore Hoffmann
Gloria Hurta
Richard D. Hykel
Monica Janak

Alvin Janecek

Betty Janecek
Robert E. Janik
Virginia Jasek
Nancy Hrncir Johnson
Lillie Mae Kainer
Elizabeth Anne Kallus
Margaret M. Kallus
Rev. Ed Karasek
James Kaluza

Karen C. Kemper
Pat Kettler

Carolyn King

Carol Jurajda Kitchen
Leonard Korenek
Barbara Krafka
Mark J. Kubala
Edmond Latapie
Nyle Ruth Leshikar
Jo Ann Locklin
Herbert Lovell
Bettye Jo Lowry
Joreen Kocurek Ludeke

Joyce (Jemelka) Madden

Michael J. McClure
Nancy McKee
Diane Burge McRae
Anne Mahy

Edna Malcik
Cecilia Marak
Edwin C. Marik
Eugene Maroul
Virginia Marr

Doris Emily Matocha
Darrell R. Matula
John M. Matus

James D. Mikes

Dale Meek

Gary Meek

Liz Mokaren

Edith Molberg

Bob Morgenroth
Johnelle Thoede Moudry
Laura Petter Pilgrim
Nancy Parrish
Elizabeth C. Patalik
Patrick Pfertner
Jackie Points

Mary A. Powell

Mary Ann Pavliska
Gene Patalik

Joan Prihoda

Kay Mozisek Pruett
Jeanette Pustka
Darlene Graf Quiring
Ulana Ludeke Ratley
George Rhodes
Joanne Fabian Robertson
Rose Marie Rohde
Laura Melnar Sage
Louis W. Sedlar
Bernice Netek Schoenfeld
David Schroeder
Cindy Schwertner
Perry Schwierzke
Louis Sedlar

Andrew J. Sehnal
Sheila Semlek
Richard J. Skopik
Merlene Slavik
Evelyn D. Slovak
Paula Smith

Norman E. Smoot
Andy Stavinoha
Bradley Stavinoha
Linda Kutach Strmiska
Marilyn Strmiska
Darlene Sugarek
Frank Svrcek

Dennis Svetlik

Larry Sykora Family
Irene Szwarc

Marian Tajchman
Kathy Krejci Taylor
Billy Teague

Dorothy Kaluza Tichavsky
Errol Vanicek

Debbie Veselka

Frances Vesely

Martha Viktorin

Pat Vrazel

Libbie M Vrla

Georgia Vyvial

Vera Matocha Wehring
Linda Wiesner

Robert Wilson

Diane Pospisil Wright
Danny Zapletal

Jeanette Zouzalik

FAMILY MEMBERSIPS
Leon & Bettye Anhaiser
Peggy Armstrong

Grant & Micah Arrington
Thomas & Marguerite Baca
Mark J. & Mary Barton

Bill & Anna Bartosh

A.]. & Jennifer Batla

Blazena & Jaroslav Belik
Eugene & Ethel Berger
Vernon & Dorothy Berger
Dick W. & Joy E. Bily

Frank L. & Georgia Bohuslav
Craig & Delores Brooks

Alan & Darlene Brothers
Bob Suttie & Margie Bubenik
David & Shirley Caesar

John Canik

Alvin & Marilyn Cernoch
Daniel & Rose Cernoch
Albert & Lorene Chilek
Ludmila "Lida" Cope

Janette Hruska Couch

James & Agnes Darilek
Waymond & Jean Blaha Davis
Kenneth & Theresa Stavinoha Demel
Peggy Didear

Bill & Barbara Docekal
Frank & Marie Dulak

Alfred J. and Rosemary Ermis
Kirby & Nancy Farek

Earl Donald Folk

Jason and Janet Foltyn

Carl & Rose Strieder Forbrich
Randy & Linda Gaas

James A. Gerick

Glen & Sarah (Slavik) Goeres
Greg & Joan Griffin

Joe & Doris Gurecky

Dennis & Rose Mary Havlik
Lloyd A. Hejtmancik
Thomas and Connie Hermes
Michael L. & Annette Hluza
Kenneth & Mary Ann Krivanek
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Patrick & Jennifer Hoffmann Edmund & Elizabeth Trlica Rotter Ginger L. Marble

Jacob R. Jaks David & Veronica Ryza from Edward J. (E. J. ) Biskup

Marty & Kristina Janak Dennis & Carolyn Ryza Cynthia Novak from Liz Kallus

Larry F. Janak Weldon & Delores Schulte Stacy Ryza from Liz Kallus

Richard A. & Sandra Janda Scott & Florence Urbish Sebern Elsie Jasek from Kathie Craft

Steve & Margie Janda Wiley & Mary Shockley Randy Thrasher from Kathie Craft

Jerome J. & Anselma Janecka Clarence ] & Vicki Shumbera Delores Dohnalik from Emily Dohnalik
Buford Jurica Jerry & Jill Sijansky Joyce Hermes from Mark & Ashley Hermes
Bill & Mary Jane Kahanek B.W. & Sandra Sisa Linda Sulak from Mark & Ashley Hermes
Sonia Kahanek Erwin & Bonnie Sladek 2025 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
Harvey & Sharon Kalich Theodore ] & Myrna Slansky Joyce Macha Bartos

Ted & Dorothy Kaspar David & Michelle Slovak Johnell Moudry

Edward & Angie Klecka Thomas & Donna Stavinoha Mary Powell

Phillip & Debra Konarik Margaret Steele 2025 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Jimmy & Marilyn Kothmann James & Marsha Steffek Louis & Janie Zbranek

Ronald & Kathleen Kramr Kenneth & Julie Stock MUSEUM & LIBRARY DONATIONS
Mary Lou Krenek Robert & Darlene Stryk Donna Birdwell - History of Kolinec,
Angelina & Charles Kretzscmar Lee & Caroline Surface Bohemia

Pat & Charles Kriska Robert and Carol Svrcek Ben Bohuslav -Male kroje

Marjorie & Peter Kultgen David F & Doris Sykora Agnes Darilek - 1910 Lavaca County
Andrew & Pamela Kutac Tom & Phyllis Teykl Census Czech Extracts

Patrick & Karen Kutac Emil & Elaine Thomas Marie Englehart - 3 glass decanters with
Joseph J. & Lucy Lamer Greg & Tammy Trlicek stoppers (red, blue, yellow)

W. K & Rosalie Leonard Raymond E. & Judy Uherek John Heinrich - 1 small and | large pitchfork
David & Diane Liska Rita J. Vanek Family Carolyn Heinsohn - Complete

Wayne & Melba (Caffey) Luker Brian & Joan Vanicek Authentic Orsag kroj,

McDaniel & Co. Gilbert & Vlasta Vitek kroj, books and items for country store
Elaine McGuckin Ted & Sarah Vitek Hattie Hlavinka Estate - bible, St. Mary
Leon & Jeannette Macha Bill & Kathy (Miller) Voshalike School, Praha reunion pictures

James & Debra Macik Michael & Karen (Patalik) Vrana Laura Poole - professional radio

Nicholas J. & Shirley Macik Alfred & Bernice Vrazel Larry Kajs — 90 years-old La Mondiale ac-
D. L & Nancy Machu Elgin & Joyce Vyvial cordion owned by Martha Simek Kajs
Dennis & Janice Marek Walter & Lucy Walicek Benedict Kallus — 1930s picture of Hostyn
Daniel & Norma Mares Charles & Jean Waligura Sokol Event in Ennis

Wesley & Julie (Herzik) Matus James E. Wilson Angelina Kretzschmar - Genealogy infor-
Chuck & Gay Mazac Mark & Susan Wolter mation on Frantisek Kossa & Phillip Mazoch
Joe & Shirley Michka Louis & Janie Zbranek Judy Matejowsky - Book on Folk Dances
Michael & Cindy Morris Norman & Theresa Zetka Linda Mihatsch - 1920 Wedding certificate
Sam Morris & Beverly Mokry Zach & Natalie Zgabay of Alois Hluchanek & Albina Faldyn
Anthony, Barbara & Cynthia Mucka ja50n & Stacey Zhanel Dwayne Pingenot — Migl Family History
Jim & Eileen (Vanek) Nelson BUSINESS/NON-PROFIT MEMBERS Glenn Prochaska — book: They Came To This
Fr. Stephen Nesrsta KJZT Society #43 Place, 20 volumes of Slovo & Most magazines
Kenneth & Cathleen Noska RVOS Lodge #22, Taiton John Schattel - Frank Schattel family history
Mike & Geraldine O'Day RVOS - Lodge 159

Gr T{gorYT& I?lnrf)letfle IOsina Famly Weikel's Store and Bakery

Mike & Trish Pecha Schulenburg Chamber of Commerce

Frankie & Judy Peter Polish Herit%lge Center at Panna Maria VICTORIA ADVOCATE
Norman & Marian Peter Foundation September 27, 2023

Pavel Petrik GIFT MEMBERSHIPS Do you have Czech heritage

Tracie Holub & Jim Pfeil Lorene Nitschke in your family line?

Robert & Diane Podhrasky from Kenneth & Cathleen Noska

Bill & Edna Mae Psencik Randy & Polly Wright YES....... 43.6%

Matt & Kathy Quinlan from Harvey & Sharon Kalich NO....... 56.4%

Andy Rainosek Brian Allen Cox

Sharyn Reynolds from Robert and Carol Svrcek
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TCHCC Memorials can be made to your deceased loved ones or to honor a family
member that is still active in promoting Czech culture and tradition.

IMMIGRANTS’ WALL
A stone wall with engravings on plaques that include the name(s) of the immigrant(s), village of origin and date that he/
she/they arrived in the United States. Plaques are available for $2500. Contact us for details.
ENTRY PAVING STONES
A 127x12” pink granite stone will be engraved with your choice of wording up to 40 letters for $1000. These stones are in
the entryway of the Czech Center. Contact us for details.
25TH ANNIVERSARY STONES
A 127x12” pink granite stone will be engraved with your choice of wording up to 40 letters for $1000. These stones are in a
special section of the Czech Center. Contact us for details.

ROSE GARDEN MEMORIAL
For $250 an 8” x 8” brick will be placed along the Rose Garden path that lines the entry sidewalk to the Czech Center.
The brick will be inscribed with your choice of wording. Contact us for details.
MEMORIAL BRICK PAVERS
An 8” x 4” brick paver will be engraved with your choice of wording for $100. The bricks will be placed in the sidewalk
leading from the flagpoles to the steps that enter the Czech Center. Contact us for details.
BELL & BELFRY
For donations of $50 or more, inscriptions are painted on the memorial sign. For donations under $50, a record of the
donation is made on a parchment list.

AMPHITHEATER SUPPORTERS
A designated amphitheater seat will be reserved with your name plate. Participant can reserve this seat
whenever there is an event at the Amphitheater by calling ahead. Seats range: $1,000, $750 and $500.
FLAG SPONSORS
Sponsorship can be made in Memory of or in Honor of an individual or group. $250.00/newsletter, $500/3 newsletters.

Membership from

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE January 1—December 31
CENTER. $2000 __ Lifetime Membership
$500 ___ Corporate
Donation amounts are recognized by levels: | $200 ___ Non-Profit Organization
$ 75 ___ Family
Permanent Endowment Fund $ 50 __ Individual
Maintenance and Operations ANNUAL SUSTAINED MEMBERSHIP (Vearly)
Other: Benefits: Preserving YOUR Heritage, Annual Calendar
and Nas Cesky Zivot newsletters
200,000 __ Five Star
100,000 _ Platinum Benefactor o _
50.000 Gold Benefactor MEMORIALS can be made to honor someone living, on their
25’000 T Silver Benefactor birthday or anniversary etc., or the memory of a deceased friend
10,000 __ Bronze Benefactor or family member.
5,000 __ Benefactor FOR
2,500 ___ President’s Circle Send Acknowledgement to:
2,000 ___ Pioneer Address___
1,500 ___ Heritage Friend City/State/Zip:
1,000 ___ Founder Donor: Name
750 _ Steward A.ddr €ss :
500 Patron City/State/Zip: Phone
250 ___ Donor Message:
150 __ Special Friend
100 __ Friend MAIL TO:

TCHCC, P.O. Box 6, LaGrange, TX 78945-0006
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2024 UPCOMING EVENTS

2024
Jan 15-May  “From the Czech Silver Thaler to the U.S. Dollar” Exhibit on the occasion of the 500 years’
Anniversary of the Silver Thaler in Bohemia (1520-2020). University of Pardubice, East Bohemian

Museum.
[Feb 10 Valentine’s Dinner & Concert 4 PM Social, 6 PM Dinner, 7 PM Concert
Performance by Pianist Professor John Dujka. Appetizers featuring local Texas wines. Advanced
Tickets Only!
march 16 TOCA Annual Banquet and Awards. Contact the Czech organizations of Texas for tickets
ay 19 Slavnost “May Fest” & Tribute to the Czech Immigrants to Texas

Tribute Ceremony at 10:30 AM -Fried Chicken dinner at 11:30 AM Music by Donnie Wavra &
Friends Orchestra 11:30 AM - 4 PM
’]Oune—Nov Museum Exhibit: Czech Handmade Crafts including wooden carvings, fabric, lace, ceramic items

ctober 18-19 Heritage Fest & Muziky




